08 MAY – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER [C]
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one.
We know the evils afflicting the sheepfold of the Father when the Shepherd departs from Him. Thus these evils are announced by the prophet Ezekiel: “Thus the word of the LORD came to me: Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, in these words prophesy to them (to the shepherds): Thus says the Lord GOD: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who have been pasturing themselves! Should not shepherds, rather, pasture sheep? You have fed off their milk, worn their wool, and slaughtered the fatlings, but the sheep you have not pastured. You did not strengthen the weak nor heal the sick nor bind up the injured. You did not bring back the strayed nor seek the lost, but you lorded it over them harshly and brutally. So they were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered and wandered over all the mountains and high hills; my sheep were scattered over the whole earth, with no one to look after them or to search for them. Therefore, shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have been given over to pillage, and because my sheep have become food for every wild beast, for lack of a shepherd; because my shepherds did not look after my sheep, but pastured themselves and did not pasture my sheep; because of this, shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD: I swear I am coming against these shepherds. I will claim my sheep from them and put a stop to their shepherding my sheep so that they may no longer pasture themselves. I will save my sheep, that they may no longer be food for their mouths. For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will look after and tend my sheep. As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep. I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark. I will lead them out from among the peoples and gather them from the foreign lands; I will bring them back to their own country and pasture them upon the mountains of Israel (in the land's ravines and all its inhabited places). In good pastures will I pasture them, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing ground. There they shall lie down on good grazing ground, and in rich pastures shall they be pastured on the mountains of Israel. I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD.
The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal (but the sleek and the strong I will destroy), shepherding them rightly. As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats. Was it not enough for you to graze on the best pasture, that you had to trample the rest of your pastures with your feet? Was it not enough for you to drink the clearest water, that you had to foul the remainder with your feet? Thus my sheep had to graze on what your feet had trampled and drink what your feet had fouled. Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Now will I judge between the fat and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and butt all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them out, I will save my sheep so that they may no longer be despoiled, and I will judge between one sheep and another. I will appoint one shepherd over them to pasture them, my servant David; he shall pasture them and be their shepherd. I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I, the LORD, have spoken. I will make a covenant of peace with them, and rid the country of ravenous beasts, that they may dwell securely in the desert and sleep in the forests.” (Ez 34, 1-25)
Let us read the text of Jn 10,27-30
My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christ Jesus can lead the sheep of the Father to the eternal sheepfold of heavens, for He and the Father are one only thing. If He were not one only thing, one only heart and one only will with the Father, no sheep entrusted on him might reach the eternal kingdom. This own truth is to be preached between the Shepherds of Christ and Christ Jesus. When the Shepherd of Christ departs from the source of his life that is Christ Jesus, he becomes source without water. As Christ Jesus drew the water from the Father and gave it to his sheep. So also the shepherd of Christ is to draw the water from the heart of Christ and give it to the sheep the Lord has entrusted on him. Every separation from Christ is separation from the water of life. Every crack that is created between Him and Christ is poison of the world that is introduced in the water with which he quenches the sheep. The sheep quenched with poisoned water, are also poisoned with human thoughts and instead of walking toward the eternal sheepfold, they proceed toward their perdition. As the entire life of the sheep is in Christ and in being one only thing with the Father, so the entire life of the sheep is in the Shepherd and in his being one only thing with Christ. Today one wants a Church without shepherds anymore. The Shepherds today are banned. They can even be banned with any infamous accusation. The sheepfold is to know that he will draw the water of life only from the Shepherd. The separation from the Shepherd is only death for the sheepfold. There is no salvation in the separation. Salvation is in the unity. May the Mother of God make the Shepherds of Christ one only thing with Christ in the same way as Christ is one only thing with the Father.
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